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ROSS-ON-WYE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1957  in  accordance  with  Article  17*  sub-section  5  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935*  and  Circular  1/58  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  almost  complete  freedom  of  the  population  from  the  usual 
infectious  diseases  which  was  experienced  in  195&  was  not  maintained 
as  measles  end  whooping  cough  became  rather  prevalent  during  the 
year.  Also  influenza  appeared  in  the  population  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  number  of  births  and  deaths  showed  little  variation  on 
the  figures  for  the  previous  year  but  there  was  a  small  reduction 
in  the  estimated  population. 

Progress  with  the  building  of  Council  houses  and  the  construction 
of  sewage  disposal  works  (second  stage)  continued. 

The  Report  contains  a  meteorological  report  kindly  supplied  by 
Mr.  P.J.  Parsons,  Meteorologist,  The  Observatory,  Ross-on-Wye, 
which  gives  a  record  of  the  climatic  conditions  prevailing 
dur ing  1 957 • 

In  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  I  have  to  acknowledge 
assistance  given  by  Mr.  E.  Moses,  Clerk  to  the  Council; 

Mr.  R.H.  Shaw  Batchford,  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Council; 

Mr.  A.B.  Aird,  Surveyor  to  the  Council;  and  the  Council's  Housing 
Manager,  Mr.  W.  Elliott. 

I  also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  throughout  the  year  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


17th  June,  1958. 


Chepstow  House, 


Ross-on-Wye. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

•  •  • 

1,004 

Population  ( i 95^  Census) 

•  •  • 

5,394 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (on  31*12.57) 

•  •  • 

1,587 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

£60,776 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

•  •  • 

£236 

Registrar  General*  s  estimated  mid-year 
Population 

•  •  • 

5,270 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
Population  (crude) 

•  •  • 

16.13 

Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000 
estimated  Population 

•  •  • 

16.61 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  Births 

•  •  • 

23.0 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated 

Population  (crude) 

•  •  • 

18. 60 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
Population 

•  •  • 

10.97 

Area  Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

•  •  I 

1.03 

Area  Comparability  Factor  (Deaths) 

•  M 

0-59 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

Deaths 

Heading  No. 30  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  Nil 

Rate  per  1000 
total  Births 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  Births 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate 
live  Births 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  illegitimate 
live  Births 

•  •  • 

Nil 
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The  Urban  District  of  Ross-on-Wye  is  a  small  country  town,  known 
as  a  holiday  centre  for  the  lower  Wye  Valley.  The  town  is  recognised 
as  an  inland  health  resort  suited  for  convalescence,  especially 
during  the  winter  months. 

Catering  for  visitors  forms  an  important  source  of  employment. 
Industries  located  in  the  town  include  timber  and  joinery  works, 
printing  and  some  light  engineering. 


Population 


The  Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year  population  is  5270. 

The  Census  population  in  1921  was  if, 701 ;  4>735  at  the  census  of 

1931  and  5,394  in  1951. 

On  the  Registrar  General' s  estimated  mid-year  population,  the 
average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  is  3»32.  The  average 
number  of  persons  per  acre  is  5*25  and  the  average  number  of  inhabited 
houses  per  acre  is  1.58. 

The  natural  decrease  of  population  for  the  year,  that  is  the 
excess  of  deaths  over  live  births  is  13.  This  is  less  than  the 
natural  decrease  for  1956. 


Births 


The  total  number  of  live  births  recorded  as  having  occurred 
within  the  District  during  the  year  is  85  (36  males  and  49  females). 
During  the  previous  year  84  births  were  attributed  to  the  area. 

The  crude  live  birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is 
16.13  and  using  the  comparability  factor  of  1.03  for  the  District, 
the  corrected  live  birth  rate  is  16.61  per  1000  population.  The 
live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957  is  16.1  per  1000 
population. 

The  number  of  live  births  occurring  out  of  wedlock  is  3* 
Illegitimate  births  formed  3*5^  of  the  total  live  births. 

The  adjusted  legitimate  live  birth  rate  is  16.02  per  1000 
estimated  population  and  the  adjusted  illegitimate  live  birth  rate 
is  0.59  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population. 


Still  Births 

The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  during  the  year  is  2 
(females).  Both  of  these  occurred  in  wedlock.  The  stillbirth 
rate  for  the  year  is  23. 0  per  1000  total  births.  Based  on  the 
estimated  population,  the  crude  stillbirth  rate  is  0.37  per  1000 
population.  The  stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1 957 
is  22.4  jper  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


Pago  3 


Deaths 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  having  occurred  within 
the  District  during  the  year  is  98,  this  figure  being  made  up  by 
54  male  dearhs  and  44  female  deaths. 

For  the  year  1956,  there  were  100  deaths  in  the  Urban  District, 
The  total  number  of  deaths  is  obtained  after  deducting  the  deaths  of 
non-residents  and  adding  the  deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside 
the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District, 

The  crude  death  rate  from  all  causes  is  18.60  per  1000  population 
and'  when  adjusted  for  comparative  purposes  the  corrected  death  rate  is 
10,97  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population.  The  death  rate  from  all 
causes  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  is  11.5  per  1000  population. 


The  ratio  of  male  deaths  to  female  deaths  for  the  year  is  1.23. 
Various  forms  of  heart  disease  (headings  18,  19  and  20)  gave  rise  to 
46  deaths.  The  corrected  mortality  rate  for  the  year  for  all  forms 
of  heart  disease  is  5*189  per  1000  estimated  population. 


Table  of  Causes  of  Death  according  to  Sex  and  Mortality  Rates 


List 

No. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Male . 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Per¬ 

sons. 

Corrected  D.R. 
per  1000  est. 
Population. 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach. 

1 

1 

0.112 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus. 

2 

2 

0.224 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast. 

- 

2 

2 

0.224 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

3 

3 

0.336 

14. 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphat ic  ne op la sms . 

4 

2 

6 

0.671 

16. 

Diabetes* 

— 

1 

1 

0.112 

17- 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous 
System. 

8 

3 

11 

1.231 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

10 

5 

15 

1.678 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease. 

4 

3 

7 

0.783 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases. 

9 

15 

24 

2.686 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 

3 

1 

4 

0.448 

22. 

Influenza. 

— 

1 

1 

0.112 

23* 

Pneumonia. 

2 

2 

4 

0.448 

24. 

Br onchitis. 

3 

- 

3 

0.336 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system. 

1 

1 

0.112 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

3 

- 

3 

0.336 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. 

1 

- 

1 

0.112 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 
diseases. 

1 

4 

5 

0.559 

34. 

All  other  accidents. 

2 

2 

4 

0.448 

All  Causes. 

54 

44 

98 

10.968 
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Cancer  Deaths 


The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  cancer  of  all  sites  was  14 
(7  male  and  7  female).  The  corrected  death  rate  for  all  forms 
of  cancer  is  1.57  per  1000  estimated  population.  The  cancer  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1957  is  2.094  per  1000  population. 


Deaths  due  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 


Pneumonia  caused  four  deaths  and  was  the  only  acute  notifiable 
disease  attributed  as  cause  of  death  during  the  year.  The  corrected 
death  rate  is  0.448  per  1000  estimated  papulation. 


Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  these  causes. 


Tuberculosis 


No  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis.  The  death  rate  for 
the  year  for  England  and  Wales  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  is  0.107 
per  1000  population. 


Infant  Mortality 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths  of  babies 
under  the  age  of  one  year.  In  the  previous  year  this  figure  was  one. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  year  for  England  and  Wales  is  23.0 
per  1000  live  births. 


Puerperal  and  other  Maternal  Deaths 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  no  maternal  deaths  occurred  within 
the  Urban  District.  The  death  rate  for  1 957  for  England  and  Wales 
is  0.47  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  from  these  causes. 
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SECTION  B  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  CP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford, 
continued  to  provide  facilities  for  the  usual  clinical  pathological 
investigations  and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk 
and  other  foods. 

Chemical  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analysts, 
Ellis  3z  Turner  of  Gloucester;  and  occasional  specimens  are  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Worcester. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  the  various  specimens 
examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Hereford,  on  behalf  of  the 
Department: - 


Urine  ...  9 
Swabs  • • •  66 
Organic  fertilisers  ...  3 
Milk  (methylene  blue  test)  ...  41 
Milk  ( phosphatase  test)  ...  34 
Ice  Cream  ...  8 
Water  (bacteriological)  ...  127 


The  number  of  samples  of  water  examined  by  chemical  methods  was 
three.  In  addition,  21  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  Worcester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological  test  -  all  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Ambulance  Service 


One  ambulance  and  a  utilicon  car  with  three  employed  drivers 
are  provided  at  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Headquarters  in  Edde 
Cross  Street,  by  the  Herefordshire  County  Council.  Members  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  assist  with  this  Service. 


Public  Mortuary 

The  Council  maintains  a  small  public  mortuary,  with  facilities 
for  post  mortem  examinations,  at  the  Depot  in  Greytree  Road. 

The  number  of  bodies  received  from  the  Urban  District  during  the 
year  was  3?  whilst  11  bodies  were  received  from  outside  the  District, 


Disposal  of  the  Dead 

Little  use  was  made  of  the  Council's  Cemetery  in  Walford  Road, 
as  no  interments  took  place  during  the  year.  Since  the  Cemetery  was 
opened  in  1 943?  the  average  number  of  interments  has  been  less  than 
4  per  annum. 


Section  30  -  National  Assistance  Act  1 948 


No  disposals  were  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  this  section 
of  the  Act. 
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Section  47  -  National  Assistance  Act  1 948 

Two  investigations  were  made  under  this  section  during  the  year, 
both  concerned  aged  men  living  alone  and  in  need  of  hospital  treatment. 
Admission  in  both  cases  was  arranged  without  formal  action. 


Public  Conveniences 

Public  Conveniences  are  situated  at  the  Coach  Park;  Cross  House 
and  at  the  Crofts.  These  were  well  maintained  throughout  the  year 
under  the  management  of  the  Council’s  Surveyor. 


Hospitals 

There  are  two  hospitals  in  the  town  under  the  control  of  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Ross  Cottage  Hospital  has 
16  beds.  It  has  facilities  for  medical  and  surgical  cases,  and  has 
an  X-ray  Department  and  an  operating  theatre. 

The  Alton  Street  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  some  chronic 
sick  and  also  provides  residential  accommodation  for  mentally  defective 
persons. 


Clinics 


A  minor  ailments  clinic  for  school  children  is  held  on  Monday 
and  Thursday  mornings  during  school  term,  at  Chepstow  House. 

Infant  Welfare  clinics  are  held  weekly  on  Thursday  afternoons 
at  Chepstow  House. 

Chepstow  House  also  accommodates  dental,  ophthalmic,  speech- therapy 
and  physiotherapy  clinics  each  week,  provided  by  the  County  Council. 
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SECTION  C  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 


Geology 

The  whole  of  the  Urban  District  is  situated  on  Old  Red 
Sandstone  rocks  of  the  Devonian  System. 


Water 

I  am  indebted  to  Colonel  Blake,  Manager  of  the  Ross  Water 
Undertaking,  for  the  following  information  respecting  water  supplies 
of  the  area. 


The  mains  of  the  Ross  Water  Undertaking  provide  a  supply  of 
potable  water  throughout  the  District.  This  water  is  pumped  from 
boreholes  at  Alton  Court  Works.  In  part  of  the  District  the 
Undertaking  also  provides  river  water  supply,  which  is  valuable  for 
boiler  and  other  industrial  purposes  on  account  of  its  low  hardness 
content.  The  Alton  Court  supply  is  of  good  potable  quality  and 
continuous  automatic  chlorination  is  applied  to  the  rising  main. 

The  number  of  domestic  supplies  from  the  mains  by  services  is 
1578*  and  in  addition  6l  dwellings  are  supplied  by  25  standpipes. 


The  average  daily  consumption  of  potable  water  for  1 957  for  all 
purposes  is  47. 14  gallons  per  head  of  population.  Non-domestic 
daily  demand  amounted  to  10.38  gallons  per  head,  giving  a  domestic 
consumption  of  36.76  gallons  per  head  per  day.  All  these  figures 
show  a  decrease  on  comparison  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 
The  fall  in  trade  consumption  is  accounted  for  by  the  Brewery  and  the 
Gas  Works  taking  practically  no  water. 


In  December,  the  main  punping  plant  was  pumping  at  a  depth  of 
54  feet.  This  is  the  lowest  depth  recorded  since  1944*  the  worst  drought 
year  when  the  depth  was  60  feet.  The  small  rainfall  in  1957  may 
account  for  the  low  level  of  the  springs,  but  another  reason  could  be 
other  pumping  in  the  vicinity. 


Frequent  water  samples  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
before  and  after  chlorination.  During  the  year  127  sanples  of  water 
were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination;  90  sanples  were  of  chlorinated  water  and  oniy  four  were 
not  sterile.  Of  37  samples  of  untreated  water,  31  were  found  to  be 
sterile  and  6  showed  a  small  growth  of  organisms.  Three  sanples 

of  water  were  sent  for  chemical  examination,  and  were  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Public  sewers  extend  throughout  the  Urban  District  and  the 
number  of  premises  not  connected  to  these  sewers  is  negligible. 
The  sewers  function  fairly  satisfactorily  except  in  the  Brookend, 
Greytree  Road  and  Weston  Grove  areas,  where  flooding  is  prone  to 
occur  during  periods  of  heavy  rainfall.  The  system  is  of  the 
combined  type  taking  both  foul  and  storm  water. 


During  1 957 >  sewage  from  about  one  fifth  of  the  town  was  subject 
to  treatment  at  the  new  sewage  disposal  works  before  discharge  into 
the  River  Wye. 
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I  give  below  a  short  account  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  which 
has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  R.H.  Shaw  Batchford,  the  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

The  works  at  present  operating  is  the  first  part  of  a  two  stage 
.  scheme  designed  to  provide  adequate  treatment  for  the  whole  of  the 
town’s  effluent.  Before  the  works  came  into  operation  28th  December, 
1956,  the  whole  of  the  effluent  was  discharged  into  the  River  Wye 
without  treatment. 

The  works  at  present  deal  with  effluent  from  what  is  called 
"Gravitational  Area"  which  is  a  residential  area  and  includes  many 
large  properties,  in  all  about  250  houses.  The  effluent  reaches  the 
works  by  gravitation,  but  the  remainder,  in  the  second  part  of  the 
scheme  will  be  pumped  to  the  Disposal  Works  through  a  rising  main  one 
mile  in  length. 

The  outfall  into  the  works  is  a  30"  concrete  sewer  and  discharges 
at  flow  level  into  a  screening  chamber,  which  is  manually  cleaned  but 
needs  little  attention.  The  effluent  then  passes  a  storm  water  overflow 
with  cills  set  to  discharge  flows  in  excess  of  3.  d.w.f. ,  estimated  to 
be  31 ,000  g.p.d. 

The  effluent  then  passes  through  two  detritus  tanks  and  then  into 
a  battery  ofhpward  flow  settlement  tanks.  The  effluent  is  then 
discharged  to  a  biological  filter,  and  afterwards  passes  to  humus  tank 
and  then  over  a  cascade  to  discharge  into  a  stream  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  River  Wye. 

Prom  the  storm  water  overflow,  the  excess  flow  passes  to  a  second 
overflow  which  diverts  3  d.w.f.  to  a  storm  water  tank,  whilst  flows  in 
excess  of  6  d.w.f.  are  discharged  to  the  cascade  without  treatment. 

Sewage  from,  the  storm  water  tank  is  pumped  to  the  settlement  tanks 
when  convenient.  In  the  complete  scheme  provision  will  be  made  for 
recirculation. 

Sludge  is  pumped  to  one  of  four  drying  beds,  the  supernatant 
water  being  returned  to  the  screening  chamber. 

The  following  list  gives  particulars  of  new  public  sewers 
constructed: - 

40 3  lineal  yards  6"  sewer 

80  "  n  9"  » 

247  "  "  15"  " 

80  "  ”  '  36"  sewer. 

In  addition  13^2  lineal  yards  of  12  Spun  iron  pumping  main  were 
constructed  in  connection  with  the  second  contract  of  the  Sewage 
Disposal  scheme  and  the  excavation  for  No.1  Pump  House  was  completed. 

Pour  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination. 

All  new  drains  are  Inspected  and  tested  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector.  The- number  of  drain  tests  made  was  32,  and  23  new  drains 
were  constructed  and  2  old  drains  were  reconstructed  and  repaired. 
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Rivers  and  Streams 


The  river  Wye  forms  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District. 
Tvvo  small  streams  pass  through  the  area  —  Checkly  Brook  and  Rudhall 
Brook.  For  the  prevention  of  nuisance  the  brooks  were  inspected 
on  80  occasions,  and  some  clearing  was  carried  out  by  the  Council. 


Closet  Accommodat ion 


Water  closets  are  provided  throughout  the  District.  A  small 
number  of  closets  are  not  provided  with  flushing  apparatus.  The 

number  of  new  closets  provided  during  the  year  was  47  and  no  conversions 
were  necessary. 


Public  Cleansing 

The  Council  provides  a  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  by 
means  of  a  motor  tipping  refuse  vehicle  -  a  new  vehicle  being  obtained 
in  November. 


The  collection  is  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector.  Disposal  is  made  by  tipping  at  Deep  Dean,  Waif or d, 
in  the  adjoining  Rural  District.  In  addition  to  domestic  refuse, 
the  Council  undertakes  the  collection  of  certain  types  of  trade  refuse 
on  payment  -  collection  from  business  premises  being  made  twice  weekly. 
In  summer,  collection  from  food  premises  is  made  three  times  each  week. 

The  Council  continued  to  supply,  on  hire  purchase  terms,  approved 
sanitary  dustbins,  and  supplied  52  dustbins  during  the  year.  This 
scheme  has  resulted  in  the  disappearance  of  unsuitable  receptacles  as 
dustbins.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  made  85  inspections  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  ashbins. 


The  Council  carries  out  regular  cleansing  of  streets  and  public 
places.  Street  cleansing  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Council’s 
Surveyor. 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  wash-houses  in  the  town. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public  within 
the  area. 


Shops  and  Offices 

.  '^ie  -Public  Health  Inspector  made  157  shop  inspections.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  or  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Regulations,  1955* 


Factories  Acts,  1957  and  IQ Aft 

There  were  57  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  8  without 
mechanical  power  registered  with  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  there  were  9  workplaces  to  which  Section  7  of  the 
Act  applied.  The  number  of  inspections  made  under  powers  granted 
by  the  Act  was  287.  & 

Pour  defects  were  referred  to  the  Department  by  H.M.  Inspector 
o  Factories.  Three  defects  were  remedied  before  the  end  of  the  year 
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Factory  Form  572  (Revised) 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1957;  for  the  Urban  District  of  Ross-on-Wye,  in  the  County  of 
Hereford. _ 

Part  I  of  Act 

1 .  Inspections  made  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). _ 

Number  on  Inspect-  Written  Occupiers 

Premises _ Register. _ ions. _ Notices. _ Prosecuted. 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2, 5;  4 
and  6  are  to  be 


enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

8 

8 

— 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

57 

108 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  i3 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(except  outworker s’ 
premises) . 

9 

171 

- 

- 

Total  74  287 


2. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
_ were  found 

Found.  Remedied.  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Inspector . Inspector . 


Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 


Want  of 

cleanliness  1  1 

Sanitary 
Conveniences 
(b)  Unsuitable 

or  defective  2  2 

(o)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  1 


1 


2 

1 


Total  4  3-  4 


Outworkers 


There  is  one  outworker  registered  with  the  Local  Authority, 
engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.H.  Shaw  Batchford,  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  statement  furnished 
under  Article  27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary  Off icers( Outside  London) 
Regulations,  1935. 


Inspections 

Accumulations 

Animals 

Ashbins  and  Ashpits 
Bakehouses 
Camping  Sites 
Caravans 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Dairies 

Drainage 

Drain  Tests 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises 
Filthy  and  Verminous  Persons 
Factories  (without  mechanical  power) 
Factories  (with  mechanical  power) 
Food  Handling  Byelaws 
Food  Premises 
Housing 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Kitchens 
Ice  Cream  (Registered  Premises) 
Infectious  Disease 
Licensed  Victuallers’  Premises 
Markets 

Public  Conveniences 
Public  Mortuaries 
Petroleum  Stores 
Schools 

Sewage  Disposal  Works 

Sewers 

Shops 

Slaughterhouses 
Unsound  Food 
Water  Supply 
Water  Courses 
Work  Places 


•  •  • 
♦  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 

♦  •  • 

#  •  « 
•  •  • 
•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 
ft* 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

o  •  • 


6 

14 

85 

28 

14 

55 

33 

28 

70 

32 

3 

2 

8 

108 

35 

109 

135 

21 

8 

32 

28 

107 

9 

21 

28 

18 

63 

45 

157 

300 

54 

148 

80 

171 


Notices  Issued 


Informal 


70 


Summary  of  Defects  Remedied 

Dampness  remedied 

Paving  re laid 

Floors  repaired 

Woodwork  repaired 

Walls  repointed  and  repaired 

Brickwork  repaired 

Roof  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Rainwater  gutters  repaired 

Water  supply  restored 

Water  supply  improved 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided 

Pedestals  replaced 

Pedestals  provided 

Water  closet  cisterns  repaired 


6 

1 

4 

11 

3 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

15 

8 

2 

7 

2 
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Summary  of  Defects  Remedied  (continued) 


Drains  repaired  ...  2 
Drains  cleared  ...  18 
Drains  provided  ...  10 
Baths  provided  ...  3 
Sinks  provided  ...  3 
Washbasins  provided  ...  6 
Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  6 
Gas  mains  repaired  ...  1 
Blooded  premises  purped  ...  4 
Brookcourses  cleared  ...  1 
Dairies  improved  ...  1 
Smoke  nuisances  remedied  ...  1 
Disinfections  ...  1 


Camping  Sites 

Two  sites  within  the  Urban  District  were  used  for  camping 
purposes  during  the  year.  No  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1 936  as  both  these  sites 
are  exempt  from  this  Section.  It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum 
number  of  campers  in  the  area  at  any  time  did  not  exceed  25  persons. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  town*  which  is  kept 
in  a  very  satisfactory  way.  The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  33»  Returns  from  the  keeper  show  that  the  beds  were 
occupied  4015  times  during  the  year.  No  case  of  infectious  disease 
or  infestation,  occurred  in  the  common  lodging  house.  The  demand 
for  this  type  of  accommodation  continues  to  decline. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

One  Council  house  was  found  to  be  infested  by  bed  bugs  during 
the  year  and  was  disinfested  with  a  liquid  insecticide.  Before 
tenants  move  into  a  Council  house,  inspection  is  made  by  the  Housing 
Manager,  and  when  an  infestation  is  found  it  is  treated  before  the 
tenancy  commences. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council  employs  one  rodent  operator  who  works  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  and  additional  help  is 
provided  when  necessary.  This  work  averages  about  24  hours  per  week. 
The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  was  55. 


Premises 

Total 

No.  of  Stat- 

inspected. 

Infest- 

Rats 

Proper-  utory 

ations . 

Major  Minor 

Mice  ties  Notices. 

treated. 

Local 

Author it ies’ 
Properties 

8 

1 

1 

1 

Dwelling 

Houses 

212 

.52 

52 

52 

.Agricultural 

Properties 

7 

2 

2 

2 

All  other 

(including 

business) 

52 

premises 


Total 


279 


55 


55 


55 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 


Twenty three  licences  were 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 


granted  by  the  Council  for  the 


Heating  Appliance  Regulations,  1955 

Fourteen  inspections  were  made  under  these  Regulations. 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


Reasonably  good  progress  was  made  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  an  the  provision  of  new  houses  as  39  Council  houses  were 

CFUU?  3114  occ*Jled  whilst  78  were  under  construction.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  permanent  dwellings  owned  bv  the 
Council  was  352  or  2^  of  the  inhabited  houses  within  tte  Urb^ 
istrict.  One  good  feature  was  the  rehousing  of  tenants  from  the 

27"fa^iUef?hadibSS  “  P3™5  ^feadow  Estate  -  at  the  end  of  the  year 
ha4  ]?ee"  reh°used  and  only  two  temporary  dwellings  in 
'  p  Meadow  and  5  at  the  Close  remained  in  occupation. 

Private  persons  completed  13  dwellings  and  8  others  were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

P  dw pr°gre^s  was  made  in  dealing  with  unfit  dwellings  but 

There  remin^ol^  ^  i 6  temporar^  dwellings  were  demolished. 
There  remain  some  40  seriously  unfit  dwellings  still  in  occupation. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 


2. 


3. 


4. 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Ac ts) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

Number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  made 
fit  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  informal  action. 


93 


93 


93 


Ov  er  cr  owd  ing 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  4  dwellings  were  known  to  be 
overcrowded,  and  all  these  were  relieved  during  the  year 

However,  one  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  reported  during  the  year 
and  this  remained  unabated  .  In  6  y 

instance  did  a  dwelling  again  become  overcrowded  after  action  had 
been  taken  to  secure  abatement. 

Proceedings  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  20 

Five  grants  were  made  by  the  Council  for  the  improvement  of  dwellings. 
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SECTION  E  -  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 

"  On  1st  October  1956,  the  Urban  District  became  a  specified  area 
and  all  milk  sold  by  retail  is  specially  designated  milk,  that  is, 
pasteurised,  sterilised  or  tuberculin  tested  milk. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  four  distributors 
registered  with  the  Council  and  this  number  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year.  There  are  three  dairies  situated  within  the  Urban 
District  but  there  are  no  plants  for  the  pasteurisation  or  processing 
of  milk.  No  sterilised  milk  is  sold  within  the  town.  The  number 
of  dairy  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  28,  and  improvements 
were  secured  at  one  dairy. 

Three  supplementary  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  for  the 
sale  of  pasteurised  milk  and  three  for  the  sale  of  tuberculin  tested 
milk. 


Sixtytwo  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
during  the  year;  of  these  21  for  biological  test  were  found  to  be  free 
from  tuberculosis  and  abort  is  infection  and  34  samples  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949*  Two  samples  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk  did  not  comply  with  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949* 

There  was  no  evidence  at  any  time  during  the  year  that  any 
disease  was  communicated  to  the  population  by  the  consumption  of 
milk. 


Ice  Cream 


No  manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  carried  out  within  the  Urban 
District  during  the  year  but  33  premises  were  registered  for  the 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  showed  that 
7  samples  complied  with  provisional  grade  1  standard  and  the  remaining 
sample  was  provisional  grade  2. 

Eight  inspections  of  premises  used  for  storage  or  sale  were  made. 
There  was  no  evidence  that  the  consumption  of  ice  cream  caused  acute 
infectious  disease.  All  the  ice  cream  sold  is  obtained  from  well 
known  manufacturers. 


Water  Cress 


No  special  action  was  necessary  by  the  Department  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  this  foodstuff.  It  grows  in  natural  conditions  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  small  supplies  from  commercial  beds  are 
also  sold  in  the  town. 


Shell  Fish 

The  sale  of  shell  fish  within  the  area  is  small.  No  action  by 
the  Department  was  necessary  and  no  case  of  illness  was  attributed  to 
consumption  of  this  food.  Small  quantities  of  oysters  from 
Colchester  and  cockles  from  Swansea  form  the  greater  part  of  this  trade. 


Page  15. 


Meat 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955*  Section  62 


Two  licensed 

slaughterhouses  in  private  ownership  remain  in  use,  one  to  a  very 
limited  extent. 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected,  after  slughter,  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector.  Altogether  1631  carcases  were  inspected 
during  the  year  -  this  is  193  more  than  the  previous  year. 

Meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  collected  and 
buried  on  the  refuse  tip  by  the  Council' s  workmen,  as  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  secure  disposal  by  combustion. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 
excluding 
Cow  So 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Horses* 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  282 

16 

998 

335 

Number 

inspected  282 

16 

998 

335 

All  Diseases 
except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

Carcase  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 

condemned  2 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci  0.70 

0.20 

0.29 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.89 

C.ysticerosis 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  - 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

There  are  no  knackers'  yards  situated  within  the  Urban  District 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  and  Slaughter  of  Animals 
( Amendment )  AotT  1954 

Eight  slaughtermen  were  licensed  by  the  Council  for  the 
slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs. 


Other  Foods  -  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

There  were  19  premises  in  the  town  concerned  with  processing, 
preservation  or  manufacture  of  food,  all  being  registered  by  the 
Council  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955*  Seven  of 
these  process  meat,  including  brawn  and  sausage  manufacture,  and  ham 
boiling.  There  are  9  bakeries  and  2  fish  frying  establishments. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  these  food  premises  made  during  the 
year  was  152. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

Under  these  Regulations  improvements  were  obtained  in  one 
catering  establishment. 


The  following  list  gives. the  amount  of  food  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered: - 


Quantity 


Pood 


2 

3 

1 

1 

60  lbs. 
18  lbs. 
59  lbs. 
24  lbs. 
5§-  lbs. 

2 

27i  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
9i  lbs. 
180  lbs. 
1  gallon 
424  tins 


Sheep  carcases  and  organs. 
Pigs’  Heads. 

Pig1'  s  Liver 
Ox  Liver 
Beef. 

Bacon. 

Ham. 

Ox  tongue. 

Sausages. 

Pork  Pies. 

Cheese. 

Butter. 

Lard. 

Pish. 

Peach  Pulp. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs. 


Byelaws  as  to  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food,  and  Sale 

of  Food  in  Open  Air 

These  byelaws  have  resulted  in  more  hygienic  handling  of  food. 
Thirtyfive  inspections  were  made  under  these  byelaws.  No  contraventions 
were  found. 


Food  Poisoning.  Food  and  Drug  Act,  1  955*  Section  2 6 

No  notifications  of  food  poisoning,  or  suspected  food  poisoning 
were  received  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  F  -  PREVALENCE  OF,  .AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  low  incidence  of  acute  notifiable  disease  which  has  prevailed 
throughout  the  Urban  District  during  the  previous  three  years,  did 
not  continue  during  1957*  Altogether  207  notifications  of  acute 
infectious  disease  were  received,  giving  a  notification  rate  of  3*9 
per  1000  estimated  resident  population.  The  increase  from  the 
figure  of  the  previous  year  (24)  was  caused  by  an  increased  prevalence 
of  measles  and  to  a  lesser  extent  of  whooping  cough. 


Confirmed  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


in  each 

Quarter  for 

1956 

Disease 

1 st  2nd 

Quarter.  Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Year. 

Measles 

73 

83 

2 

“ •  0 

160 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

13 

23 

4 

41 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralyt ic) 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

All  Diseases 

76 

99 

27 

5 

207 

Measles 


After  complete  freedom  from  measles  for  several  months, the  disease 
re-appeared  in  the  second  week  of  February  and  spread  rapidly  in 
succeeding  weeks;  the  maximum  incidence  occurred  in  the  second  week 
of  April  when  38  cases  were  notified.  Thereafter  the  incidence  fell 
rapidly  and  progressively  and  had  almost  disappeared  at  the  end  of 
May.  The  infection,  therefore,  occurred  in  a  single  wave  with  an 
abrupt  fall,  and  freedom  from  the  infection  during  the  past  three 
years  was  a  factor  determining  spread  of  infection. 

Altogether  160  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  giving  a 
morbidity  rate  of  30*3  per  1000  estimated  population.  The  infection 
was  not  particularly  severe  and  there  were  no  deaths  attributed  to 
the  disease. 

Most  patients  were  under  10  years  of  age  (157)  and  33  were  under 
5  years  of  age;  the  number  of  females  affected  being  slightly  higher 
(88)  than  the  number  of  males  (72).  There  were  111  households  involved, 
73  of  these  with  a  single  case  and  28  with  2  cases.  Ten  dwellings  each 
experienced  more  than  2  eases. 

A  clear  history  of  contact  with  a  previous  case  was  obtained  in 
in  37  patients. 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  according  to  certain 

Age  Groups 


Disease 

0+ 

1  + 

2+ 

3+ 

4+  5+ 

10+ 

15+ 

25+ 

43+ 

65+ 

All 

Ages 

Measles 

3 

7 

18 

10 

15  104 

3 

160 

V/hoopi ng  Cough 

4 

2 

6 

4 

4  18 

2 

1 

mm 

41 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 
(Paralyt ic) 

1 

1 

All  Diseases 

7 

9 

24 

14 

19  122 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

207 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  41  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified  during  the  year, 

36  of  the  notifications  being  received  in  the  second  and  third  quarters. 
The  morbidity  rate  for  this  disease  is  therefore,  6.8  per  1000 
estimated  resident  population.  Almost  all  of  those  infected  were  under 
10  years  of  age.  The  age  group  showing  the  greatest  incidence  was  the 
over  5  years  and  under  10  years  group.  More  females  (25)  were 

affected  than  males. 


There  were  28  households  involved,  18  each  experienced  one  case 
and  7  households  each  experienced  two  cases;  the  remaining  9  cases 
occurred  in  three  separate  households.  None  of  the  patients  were 
known  to  be  contacts  of  a  previous  case.  In  the  previous  year  only 
2  notifications  of  whooping  cough  were  received. 


Pneumonia 

Pour  notifications  of  pneumonia  were  received;  all  the  patients 
were  adults  and  the  notification  rate  was  0.75  per  1000  estimated 
resident  population.  In  1  956  "12  notifications  were  received. 


Dysentery 

Only  one  notification  of  dysentery  was  received  -  this  was  a 
sonnd  infection.  In  the  previous  year  4  cases  of  dysentery  were 
not ified. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

The  Urban  District  was  fortunate  as  only  one  case  of  acute 
poliomyelit is  occurred,  and  infection  had  undoubtedly  been  aoquired 
outside  the  District.  Although  this  was  a  paralytic  case,  the 
paralysis  was  very  mild  and  complete  recovery  could  be  anticipated. 


The  Urban  District  Council  was  free  from  diphtheria,  enteric 
fevers  and  Infective  meningitis  throughout  the  year.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  efficiency  of  notification  is  high.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  recording  my  thanks  to  the  medical  practitioners  who  have  at  all 
times  given  me  their  willing  co-operation. 
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Other  Infective  Diseases 


In  October,  influenza  appeared  in  the  town  and  spread  very 
rapidly.  This  was  the  relatively  mild  "Asian’'  influenza  and  many 
children  became  infected.  The  incidence  diminished  after  the  first 
spread  but  had  not  entirely  disappeared  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  May,  streptococcal  sore  throats  became  prevalent  among 
school  children,  but  the  infection  was  controlled  and  it  disappeared  in 
June. 


Tuberculosis 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  55  oases  on  the 
tuberculosis  register,  4 2  of  these  being  of  respiratory  disease. 
During  the  year  10  cases  of  respiratory  disease  were  added.  Five 
cases  of  respiratory  disease  were  new  infections. 

The  number  of  cases  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year 
was  8  (7  respiratory),  so  that  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5  7  (4-5  respiratory  and  12  non- 
respiratory) . 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  any  form  of  tuberculosis.  The 
death  rate  for  1 957  for  England  and  Wales  from  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  is  0.107  per  1000  population. 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1  957 
NEW  GATES  DEATHS 


Age  Respiratory.  N on-Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory. 

Periods 


0+ 

1  + 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

5+ 

15+ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25+ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35+ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45+ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55+ 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

65+ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  Ages 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o-  o- 
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COUNTY  OBSERVATORY, 
ROSS-on-WYE. 

.ANNUAL  ivIETEOROLOG-I CAL  REPORT  FOR  1  957 

DRIEST  YEAR  since  1944  and  WARMEST  since  1949 


The  outstanding  features  in  the  meteorology  of  1 957  were 

(a)  Low  rainfall,  making  it  the  driest  year  since  1944  -  only 
22.53  inches  being  registered. 

(b)  Generally  high  temperature,  which  made  it  the  warmest  year 
since  1949  -  mean  temperature  50*9  deg. 

1 

(c)  The  RAINLESS  APRIL,  this  being  only  the  second  instance  of 
a  rainless  calendar  month  since  records  began  in  1859  - 
June  1925  being  the  first. 

(d)  The  absolute  drought  of  40  days  -  the  longest  on  record; 
no  rain  being  measured  from  March  29th  to  May  7th 
(inclusive) . 

(e)  The  MILDEST  MARCH  on  record. 

(f)  The  driest  second  Quarter  on  record,  with  only  2.13  inches 
rainfall. 

(g)  The  second  brightest  June  on  record  and  the  warmest  since 
1940. 

(h)  No  sunless  day  during  the  summer  months  (June  to  August) - 
a  new  record. 

(i)  No  air  frost  in  October. 

Temperature  was  above  normal  in  eight  out  of  the  twelve  months 
of  which  the  warmest  was  July  and  the  coldest  December.  The  greatest 
excess  of  warmth  was  experienced  in  March,  and  the  greatest  deficit 
in  warmth  occurred  in  May. 

The  summer  was  warmer  than  average  mainly  owing  to  June  which 
had  not  been  warmer  since  1940  (HDunkirk"  year)  but,  apart  from  June, 
sunshine  was  disappointing,  in  spite  of  deficient  rainfall. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  rainfall  was  below  normal  in  eight  out 
of  the  twelve  months  -  the  wettest  being  September,  a  distinction  it 
last  held  in  1 953* 

Nevertheless  the  autumn  was  dry,  thanks  chiefly  to  the  low 
October  rainfall. 

Sunshine  was  again  deficient,  for  the  second  year  in  succession. 
Outstanding  was  the  brilliant  fortnight  in  June  with  1 68  hours  giving 
a  daily  average  of  1 2  hours,  including  two  records  of  15  hours. 

There  were  eight  days  on  which  temperature  in  shade  reached  80  deg. 
or  more;  six  in  June,  two  in  July. 

The  first  70  deg.  reading  occurred  on  May  31st  and  the  last  on 
September  22nd. 
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A  feature  of  the  June  weather  was  the  abnormally  low  humidity  - 
causing  woodwork  such  as  floor-boards  and  panelling  to  shrink. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  was  exceptionally  mild.  Indeed  the 
only  really  cold  weather  occurred  early  in  December  giving  the  year’s 
lowest  temperatures  -  whilst  on  December  the  4th,  the  coldest  day, 
temperature  did  not  rise  above  29  deg.! 

Thunderstorms  occurred  during  July  and  August.  There  were  several 
sultry  nights;  on  nine  shade  tenperature  did  not  fall  below  60  deg., 
the  highest  reading  being  65  deg.  on  July  6th. 

Prom  May  24th  to  September  12th  (inclusive),  a  period  of  122  days, 
shade  temperature  never  once  failed  to  rise  to  at  least  60  deg.  - 
which  is  very  rare,  even  in  some  of  our  warmest  seasons! 

There  was  a  partial  drought  of  37  days  from  May  18th  to  June  29th 
only  0.26  inch  being  recorded.  The  minimum  qualification  for  a 
partial  drought  is  a  period  of  29  days  with  no  more  than  0.29  inch 
rainfall. 

Barometric  Pressure  averaged  its  lowest  value  in  February  for 
many  years  whilst  in  June  the  highest  barometer  reading  attained  was 
exceptional  for  that  time  of  year. 

The  year  passed  v/ithout  any  snowfall  apart  from  a  few  flakes 
about  mid-February. 


TABLE  I 


AIR  TEMPERATURE  (in  shade)  deg.  Fahr. 

as  registered  in  a  Stevenson  Screen  -  thermometer  bulbs 

4  feet  above  short  grass. 


Month 

Mean 

Deviat  ion 
from  h 

Normal 

E  X  T  R 

E  M  E  S 

Highest 

Date 

Lowest 

Date 

January 

43.1 

+ 

3.7 

56 

5 

28 

11 

February 

42.7 

“t* 

2.6 

55 

25 

26 

19 

March 

50.1 

*r 

7.2 

67 

11 

29 

4 

April 

48.7 

+ 

1.2 

64 

4 

32 

12 

iuay 

51.4 

- 

1.9 

71 

31 

34 

6 

June 

60.4 

+ 

1.8 

84 

17,28,29 

37 

12 

July 

62.5 

+ 

0.7 

84 

6 

47 

11 

August 

61.1 

+ 

0.2 

78 

1 

43 

27,30 

September 

55.7 

- 

1.0 

70 

22 

35 

30 

October 

52.5 

+ 

2.8 

66 

15 

36 

2,  20 

November 

43.1 

— 

0.8 

55 

28 

26 

24 

December 

39.9 

— 

0.5 

58 

7 

19 

3 

Year 

50.9  +  1.3 

84 

June 

19 

Dec.  3 

17,28,29 
July  6 

h  Normals  cover  the  70  year  period  1881  to  1950 
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TABLE  II 


EARTH  TEMPERATURE  (deg.  Fahr.) 


$ 

Mean  Values  _ _  G-round  Frost 


Month 

At 

Deviation 

At 

Deviation 

Lowest 

Nights 

One  Ft. 

from 

Four 

from 

Reading 

of 

Normal,  x 

Feet. 

Normal,  x 

on  Grass. 

Date. 

Frost. 

January 

41.3 

+  1.5 

44.4 

+  1*7 

19 

11 

11 

February 

41.7 

+  1.8 

44.5 

+  1.5 

17 

20 

17 

March 

47.2 

+  4.9 

46.1 

+  2.7 

22 

2 

6 

April 

49.7 

+  2.0 

49.3 

+  2.6 

23 

12 

8 

May 

53.3 

-0*6 

51.6 

+  0.7 

25 

6,7 

8 

June 

61.9 

+  1.7 

56.6 

+  0.8 

27 

12 

3 

July 

63.9 

+  0*7 

60.3 

+  1.1 

39 

11 

0 

August 

62.5 

0.0 

60 .8 

+  0. 6 

37 

27 

0 

September 

57.4 

-  1.4 

58.3 

-  0.7 

28 

30 

1 

October 

53.1 

+  1.0 

55.1 

0.0 

27 

20 

3 

November 

45.0  . 

-  0.4 

50.3 

+  0.4 

19 

8 

9 

December 

40.3 

-  1.0 

45.3 

-  0.6 

15 

3 

14 

Year 

51.4 

+  0.8 

51.9 

+  0.9 

15 

Dec.  3 

80 

N.B.  The  values  for  MARCH  are  the  highest  on  record  for  that  month, 
x  Normals  are  for  the  30  years  1 921  to  1  950 

$  G-round  frost  occurs  when  temperature  falls  to  30  deg.  F.  or  less. 


TABLE  III 

RAINFALL  (in  Inches) 

(24  hours  to  9  a.m.  daily) 

Height  of  Gauge  above  Mean  Sea  Level:  223  feet 


Deviation  Highest  No.  of  Duration  of 

Total  from  Daily  Rain-  Rainfall. 


Month 

Depth. 

Normal,  x 

Fall. 

Date. 

days,  d 

Hrs.  &  lOths. 

January 

1.64 

. 

0.83 

0.67 

31 

18 

41.3 

February 

2.69 

*r 

0.62 

0.65 

7 

18 

53.9 

March 

2.02 

+ 

0.05 

0.40 

19 

14 

47.5 

April 

Nil 

- 

1.90 

Nil 

- 

0 

— 

May 

1.36 

- 

0.77 

0.42 

15 

9 

21 .3 

June 

0.77 

- 

1.15 

0.35 

30 

9 

13.4 

July 

2. 26 . 

- 

0.10 

0.48 

16 

15 

27.5 

August 

2.12 

- 

0.38 

O.63 

8 

12 

25.8 

September 

3.20 

+ 

0.82 

0.78 

23 

18 

53.8 

October 

1.29 

- 

1.74 

0.19 

17 

13 

27.7 

November 

2. 38 

— 

0.31 

1.15 

3 

8 

27.7 

December 

2.80 

— 

0.04 

1.10 

23 

17 

47.3 

Year 

22.53 

5.65 

1.15 

Nov.  3 

151 

387.2 

x  Normals  are  for  90  years  1861  to  1950 
A  rain-day  is  one  with  at  least  .005  inch 
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TABLE  IV 

BRIGHT  SUNSHINE  (in  Hours  and  Tenths) 


Deviat ion 

Highest  day’ s 

Number  of 

Month 

Durat ion. 

from  Normal,  x 

record. 

Date. 

sunless  days. 

January 

42.1 

-  10.3 

7.0 

6,10 

15 

Eebruary 

74.2 

+  5.5 

8.8 

16 

6 

March 

98.4 

-  17.8 

8.9 

3 

5 

April 

134.8 

-  15.7 

12.4 

30 

1 

May 

211.4 

+  26.0 

14.5 

26 

2 

June 

306.2 

+104.9 

15.2 

20 

0 

July 

130.7 

-  49.9 

12.2 

2 

0 

August 

153.1 

-19.1 

13.0 

2 

0 

September 

112.0 

-  18.8 

10.3 

8 

7 

October 

70.2 

-  17.9 

8.2 

1 

6 

November 

64.4 

+  5.7 

7.5 

22 

12 

December 

52.6 

+  2.0 

6.5 

1 

10 

Year 

1450.1 

-  15.4 

15.2 

June 

64 

20 


x  Normals  are  for  35  years,  1916  to  1950 


TABLE  V 

BAROMETRIC  PRESSURE  (in  Inches  of  Mercury) 

Height  of  Barometer  Cistern  above  Mean  Sea  Level:  226  feet 

All  values  given  below  have  been  corrected  for  Mean  Sea  Level 
and  temperature  32  deg.  Pahr. 


Month. 

Mean 

Deviation 

E  X 

T  R 

E  M  E 

S 

Pressure. 

from  normal,  x 

Highest 

Date. 

Lowest 

Date. 

Jan. 

30.121 

+  0.161 

30.796 

16 

29.336 

23 

Peb. 

29.671 

-  0.325 

30.472 

28 

28.723 

13 

March 

29.855 

-  0.148 

30.251 

1 

29.212 

20 

April 

30.216 

+  0.270 

30.588 

25 

29.829 

10 

May 

30.056 

+  0.068 

30.437 

26 

29.456 

12 

June 

30.054 

+  0.022 

30.606 

13 

29.585 

8 

July 

29.919 

-  0.058 

30.298 

31 

29.44-2 

12 

August 

29.909 

-  0.071 

30.422 

2 

28. 957 

9 

Sept. 

29.940 

-  0.072 

30.408 

26 

29.372 

11 

Oct. 

30.027 

-  0.059 

30.420 

1 

29.412 

18 

Nov. 

30.106 

+  0.191 

30. 570 

23 

28.686 

4 

Deo. 

29. 923 

-  0.042 

30.496 

3,4 

28.704 

11 

Year 

29. 983 

+  0.003 

30.796 

Jan. 

28.686 

Nov. 

16 

4 

Observations  are  made  at  3  hourly  intervals,  six  times  daily. 


x  Normals  are  for  30  years  1 921  to  1  950. 


The  minimum  reading  of  28. 957  inches  in  August  is  the  lowest  for 
that  month  since  1917* 
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TABLE  VI 

RELATIVE  HUMIDITY  and  PREVAILING  WIND 

from  observations  made  six  times  daily  -  at  3  hour 
intervals. 


Prevailing  Wind  Relative  Humidity 


Month 

Direction 

Percentage 

Mean  Percentage 

January 

SW 

36 

81 

February 

sw 

30 

81 

March 

SW 

32 

79 

April 

NE 

31 

69 

May 

NE 

24 

69 

June 

NE 

21 

60 

July 

W 

32 

75 

August 

SW 

25 

74 

September 

SW 

31 

79 

October 

SW 

42 

83 

November 

SW 

20 

83 

December 

SW 

28 

85 

Year 

SW 

31 

77 
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